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Grey seals in the Baltic

Number of counted grey seals in the Baltic

South Baltic

Number of counted grey seals: 38 121
Estimated population size: 47 500 till 63 000
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Complicated Confict..........

Seals affecting fisheries
• Direct damage to gear and catch

(including hidden damage)

• Competition of the resource

• Spreading of parasites



North Baltic: Seal interactions in fishermens´ loggbooks

Direct damage to gear and catch
Coastal fisheries 
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Central Baltic Baltic: Seal interactions in fishermens´ loggbooks
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South Baltic Baltic: Effort and Seal interactions in fishermens´ loggbooks



Liverworm Contracaecum osculatum            Sealworm Pesudoterranova decipiens 



Competition of the resource

• Proportion of fish species in grey seal diet, 
DTU Aqua 2019
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Proportions of different fish species extracted from the 
Baltic Sea through fishery catch and predation by birds 
and seals. Hansson et al., 2018
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• Helcom seal recommendation – should accounts for for both 
socioeconomic and ecological aspects in seal management

• Development and implementation of seal-safe fishing gear or 
other methods

• Managing seal populations by hunting to reduce the seal 
population increase

What can we do about it?



Passiv fishing gears
Pushup (pontoon) trap-nets, saved the salmon fishery in North Baltic
Developed for herring, vendance, white-fish , perch and cod

What can we do about it?
Development and implementation of seal-safe fishing gear



Pots and fykenets to catch cod

What can we do about it?
Development and implementation of seal-safe fishing gear



Seine nets 
Developed for a a small-scale fishery

What can we do about it?
Development and implementation of seal-safe fishing gear

Kg flounder



Seal-traps and seal-scarers

What can we do about it?
Development and implementation of seal-safe fishing gear
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Important conclusion!
Thank you for listening!
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